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DIY Checks to Help Extend the Life of Your Car 
  
 
1. Oil and Fluid Check 

☐ Park vehicle on level ground before checking fluids. 

☐ Check engine oil level. 

☐ Top off oil only with the correct oil for your vehicle. 

☐ Follow the oil-change schedule recommended for your vehicle. 

☐ Check coolant level. 

☐ Check brake fluid level. 

☐ Check power steering fluid, if applicable. 

☐ Check transmission fluid, if your vehicle has a serviceable dipstick. 

☐ Check washer fluid. 

☐ Look under the vehicle for fresh drips, spots, or stains. 

☐ If a fluid is low, find out why before it becomes a bigger problem. 
 
 
2. Battery, Terminal, and Starting Check 

☐ Check battery terminals for white, blue, or green corrosion. 

☐ Check that battery cables are tight. 

☐ Check for cracked, frayed, or damaged cable ends. 

☐ Watch for slow cranking when starting. 

☐ Watch for dim lights when starting. 

☐ Watch for battery or charging warning lights on the dash. 

☐ If the battery is several years old, have it tested. 

☐ If terminals are corroded, clean them properly and reconnect securely. 

☐ If the vehicle cranks slowly, check the battery, terminals, cables, and charging 
system before it leaves you stranded. 
 
3. Tire, Tire Pressure, and Tire Wear Check 

☐ Check tire pressure when tires are cold. 

☐ Use the tire pressure listed on the vehicle door sticker or owner ’s manual. 

☐ Do not use the maximum pressure printed on the tire sidewall as your normal 
setting. 

☐ Check the spare tire, if your vehicle has one. 

☐ Check tread depth. 
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☐ Inspect inside tire edges. 

☐ Inspect outside tire edges. 

☐ Look for feathered tread. 

☐ Look for cupping. 

☐ Look for one tire wearing faster than the others. 

☐ Look for uneven wear from side to side. 

☐ Check whether the vehicle pulls or drifts while driving. 

☐ Check whether the steering wheel is off center. 

☐ If tire pressure is correct but wear is uneven, check steering, suspension, and toe 
alignment specs.  (If you need your vehicle specifications just email us at 
info@quicktrickalignment.com, with year, make, model) 
 
Quick Warning Signs to Check Before Driving 

☐ Vehicle pulls left or right. 

☐ Steering wheel is off center. 

☐ Tires are wearing unevenly. 

☐ Brakes squeal or grind. 

☐ Brake pedal feels soft or spongy. 

☐ Vehicle shakes when braking. 

☐ Steering feels loose. 

☐ Vehicle clunks over bumps. 

☐ Any new leak, noise, vibration, pull, or warning light should be checked before it 
becomes an expensive repair. 
 
 
Bottom Line 

☐ Check oil and fluids. 

☐ Check tire pressure and tire wear. 

☐ Check battery terminals and starting condition. 

☐ Pay attention to what the vehicle is telling you. 

☐ Fix small problems before they turn into bigger repairs. 
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